
The CCN Active in Den Helder for 10 years –  

Our Story in Pictures 

Den Helder became a 

partner in the 

Community of the 

Cross of Nails (CCN) 

in 2014 through the 

application through 

the Royal Dutch 

Naval Chaplaincy. 

The weekly Litany of 

Reconciliation began 

on January 10th in the 

inter-denomination 

centre. It was 

attended by amongst 

others vice-admiral 

Mathieu Borsboom, 

member of 

parliament Ybeltje 

Berckmoes, chairman 

of the Coventry-

council in the 

Netherlands Bert 

Kuipers, 

representatives from 

the local churches in 

Den Helder and 

several sailors and 

navy chaplains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2  At the end of October 2014, ds. 
Klaas Henk Ubels and ds. Fred Omvlee, both 
Navy Chaplains made the pilgrimage to 
Coventry in the UK. 

BRON: Noord Hollands Dagblad, 11 januari 2014 



The prayer for peace and reconciliation continued every Friday at the inter-

denominational centre which is located on the The Naval Base itself. This location 

did draw guests from off-base, but their numbers were few. As a result, the Navy 

chaplaincy began to reach out to the faith communities at large. On June 24th, 

2016 the Cross of Nails was “launched” into the public realm at Den Helder City 

Hall.  

  

Photo 3  October 31st, 2014: Receiving the Cross of Nails. It was first given by Dr. Stone to 
Ds. Bert Kuipers who then handed it over to Ds. Klaas Henk Ubels of the Dutch Chaplaincy. 

Photo 4  Cross of Nails introduced to Den Helder at City Hall as Mayor Koen Schuiling 
welcomes the public. 



Since then, the Coventry prayer for peace and reconciliation has been recited 

every noon on Friday in different churches and locations in Den Helder. This 

unique initiative has been carried forth by the inter-denominational Coventry 

Committee Den Helder and various faith leaders, pastors and lay-people lead the 

prayer. Every two months, it ‘rotates’ from house of worship: Protestant, Roman 

Catholic, Salvation Army, and the Apostolic Society.  

 

  

Photos of the Cross of Nails at the various churches in Den Helder with the various celebrants. 
Clockwise from top left Church of Peter and Paul (RC), Bethel (Prot.), John’s Chapel (now closed, was 
Prot.), Salvation Army, Apostolic Society, online recorded from Peter and Paul during the Corona 
pandemic. 



 

 

Throughout the 

years of Friday 

noon-time prayer, a 

certain cohesion has 

formed, and a real 

‘community’ has 

taken shape. The 

prayer is open to all 

and has been a 

space for some who 

have not felt at 

home in a 

conventional 

church. It has 

served as a means 

for some to 

rediscover the faith 

of their childhood.  

Contact amongst 

the “Coventry 

goers” has even 

led to some 

individuals 

emotionally and 

spiritually 

supporting each 

other in their 

times of crisis.  

 

 

 

 

Photo 7: 2018, praying in the chapel of the local hospital (no longer exists). 

 
Photo 8: online in 2021 during corona.  

 
Photo 9: June 2023 when Bert Kuipers, NL representative, shared his Coventry 

experience from the month before. 



On November 1st, we will be celebrating 10 years of Praying the Litany for Peace 

and Reconciliation in Den Helder.  It will take place in the Vredeskerk, “Peace 
Church” which has a history of active ecumenical participation.  
 

 

Ds. Fred Omvlee, who was 

present in Coventry and was 
head of the Dutch Protestant 

Naval Chaplaincy, will lead 
prayer on the 1st. Fred is 
also known as ‘The Elvis 

Preacher’ and he garners 
quite a bit of attention 

wherever he goes. But he 
embodies message of 
reconciliation that the CCN 

Den Helder wishes to 
spread: reconciling the 

necessity of ‘fighting for 
peace and justice’, 
reconciling a military history 

and being active in the 
armed forces while 

promoting peace. The 
presence of the Dutch armed 
forces has been very 

consoling to the many 
veterans who attend our prayer gatherings on Fridays. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 10: Location of our 10th Year Anniversary, the “Peace Church” in De Schooten, Den Helder. 

Photo 11 Ds.Fred Omvlee, a.k.a. "The Elvis Preacher" in 
action singing Amazing Grace, on June 9th, 2023, while 
leading the Coventry prayer. 

Genees de Wonden van het 
Verleden door Gebed om 
Vrede en Verzoening 

Elke Vrijdag om 12:00 

 

Healing the wounds of 
History through Prayer for 
Peace and Reconciliation 

Every Friday at 12:00 noon 


